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with wooded or steep craggy banks. For the last 40 miles of its course,
the country grows rich and open, the banks lower, the bed widens, and
the stream is deep and slow enough for water-carriage. For 8 miles
it is tidal.

Gneiss and Deccan trap are the predominant rock formations in
Rewa Kantha, the former in the northern part of the Agency, the latter
in the southern. There are also some outcrops of Cretaceous rocks
underlying the Deccan trap and of Tertiary rocks overlying it. The
Cretaceous and Tertiary beds, including the Deccan trap, dip in various
directions at low but distinct angles and are frequently faulty. The
gneiss is mostly a coarse-grained granitoid rock, associated sometimes
with crystalline schists. At the north-western extremity of the gneiss
area are some ancient strata classified under the name of Champaner
beds. The Cretaceous rocks belong to the Lam eta group, also called
Bagh or infra-trappean, which is of cenomanian age. Some outcrops
fringe the northern limit of the Deccan trap area, along the valleys of
the As van and Men rivers; and there are also some inliers in the midst
of the basaltic outcrop, principally near Kawant and in the Devi valley,
respectively north and south of the Narbada. The Deccan trap con-
tains the usual basaltic flows, with occasional intercalations of fossili-
ferous fresh-water inter-trappean beds. Ash-beds and agglomerates are
frequent, and dikes are very abundant, especially in the Rajplpla hills,
which occupy the site of an ancient focus of volcanic activity. Intrusive
sills, some of them trachytic instead of basaltic, also penetrate the
underlying Lameta. The surface of the Deccan trap was greatly denuded
and extensively transformed into ferruginous latente during the Tertiary
period. The lowest Tertiary beds at the western extremity of the Raj-
pipla hills rest upon a thick mass of this ferruginous rock, and through-
out the entire seiies a great many ferruginous beds recur at various
horizons ; the Tertiary beds consist largely of the accumulated products
of disintegration from the adjoining volcanic area. Two groups have
been distinguished in the Tertiary : a lower group with Nummulites,
identical with the upper part of the Kirthar in Sind, or the Splntangi
in Baluchistan, whose age is middle eocene; and an upper group with-
out Nummulites, containing numerous bands of conglomerate. Marine
and terrestrial fossils, the latter including fragments of fossil wood,
occur in this upper subdivision, which answers to the Gaj group and
Siwaliks. The celebrated agate-mines of Ratanmal in the Rajplpla
State are situated in a conglomerate belonging to this group. The
agates in their original form consist of geodes contained in the Deccan
trap basalt which, having been set free by the disintegration of the
enclosing rock, have been shaped into waterworn pebbles accumulated
into conglomeratic layers. The exceptional value of the Ratanmal
agates is due to the lateritic ferruginous matrix in which they are